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Jan 20, 2013
Dear BCSSA members
Re: ISU Green Book Rule 297 Interpretation clarification

1. "Can a slow skater, skate on their track closest to the pucks therefore having the potential for impeding the passing (faster) skater. Should this so called "slower skater" be called for impeding?

2. Does a skater have to give way to a passing skater?
Here is the rule:

 
ISU Green book, C. Racing Rules, rule 297, 1b and 1c, page 109 states: 

b) Overtaking is allowed at all times, but until the Skaters are besides each other the responsibility for any obstruction or collision shall be upon the skater overtaking, provided the Skater being overtaken does not act improperly.

c) When a Skater has been lapped once the Skater may continue his race, PREFERABLY on the outside of the track, provided this does not interfere with nor impedes other competitors. 

The key word in the ISU rule is PREFERABLY. So in the 3000M race or any other race, a skater who has been lapped or going to be lapped does not have to give way to the passing skater.
 We as referees would like the “slower skater” to move to the outer portion of the track for safety and for better racing but that “slower skater” does not have to.

If you have any questions please feel free to e-mail BCSSA ODC to discuss further.
officials.development.committe@gmail.com
BCSSA ODC


